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1. Introduction 
 
In Italy, there are several key national facilities, programs, and institutions that provide support for 
young entrepreneurs. These organizations offer resources, funding, mentorship, and networking 
opportunities to help young entrepreneurs succeed. This report aims to highlight some of these 
prominent facilities and provide information on how to access them. 
 

2. INVITALIA 
https://www.invitalia.it/  
 

 
 
Invitalia is the National Development Agency responsible for attracting and supporting 
business investments in Italy. Invitalia is an important institution in Italy that plays a crucial 
role in attracting and supporting business investments. As the National Development 
Agency, Invitalia offers various programs and initiatives to promote entrepreneurship and 
support the growth of startups and small businesses in the country. 
 
One of their notable programs is StartUp Italia, which is specifically tailored to support 
innovative startups and early-stage entrepreneurs. StartUp Italia provides funding, 
mentorship, and resources to help entrepreneurs bring their ideas to life and navigate the 
challenges of starting a new business. Through this program, Invitalia aims to foster 
innovation, job creation, and economic growth in Italy. 
 
To learn more about Invitalia and their programs, you can visit their official website where 
you will find detailed information about the various initiatives they offer, including eligibility 
criteria, application processes, and available support. 
 
Invitalia plays a significant role in supporting entrepreneurship and business development in 
Italy, and their programs can provide valuable resources and opportunities for aspiring 
entrepreneurs and startups. 
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3. Italian Startup Act 
https://www.mimit.gov.it/images/stories/documenti/Slides%20innovative%20startu
ps%20and%20SMEs%2007_2019.pdf 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Italian Startup Act is a significant 
framework of policies and initiatives 
designed to foster the growth and 
development of innovative startups in 
Italy. It aims to create a more favorable 
ecosystem for startups by providing 
support, incentives, and simplified 
regulations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Act offers several benefits and opportunities for startups, including tax incentives, 
access to funding, and streamlined administrative procedures. These measures are intended 
to reduce barriers and facilitate the establishment and growth of startups, ultimately 
promoting innovation, job creation, and economic growth. 
For detailed information on the Italian Startup Act, you can refer to the Italian Ministry of 
Economic Development's page dedicated to the Act.  
The Italian Startup Act is a crucial framework that demonstrates Italy's commitment to 
supporting the growth and success of startups by providing them with a conducive 
environment and a range of incentives and benefits. 
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4. Confindustria   
https://www.confindustria.it/home  
 

 
 
 
Confindustria, or the General Confederation of Italian Industry, is a prominent organization 
in Italy that represents and promotes the interests of Italian businesses, including small and 
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and young entrepreneurs. Confindustria has local 
branches throughout Italy that actively support and encourage entrepreneurship. 
 
As part of their initiatives, Confindustria offers a range of resources, mentorship programs, 
and networking opportunities for young entrepreneurs. These programs aim to provide 
guidance, support, and connections to help entrepreneurs succeed in their ventures. By 
leveraging Confindustria's extensive network and industry expertise, young entrepreneurs 
can gain access to valuable resources, market insights, and potential partnerships. 
 
To obtain more detailed information about Confindustria's initiatives for young 
entrepreneurs, it is recommended to visit their official website. The website will provide up-
to-date information on their programs, events, and services, enabling aspiring 
entrepreneurs to explore the available opportunities and make the most of the support 
provided by Confindustria. 
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5. Italian Innovation Hubs 
Italy has various innovation hubs, accelerators, and incubators that provide support and resources 
for young entrepreneurs. Notable examples include H-Farm, LUISS Enlabs, and Polihub. These hubs 
offer mentorship, access to funding, coworking spaces, and networking events. To learn more about 
each hub and their offerings, please visit their respective websites. 
 
H-Farm: https://www.h-farm.com/it  
H-Farm is an innovation hub based in Italy that 
focuses on supporting startups and entrepreneurs 
in the digital and technological sectors. They 
provide a range of services, including incubation, 
acceleration, and venture capital investments. H-
Farm offers a comprehensive ecosystem for 
startups to develop their ideas, access mentorship 
and guidance, and connect with potential investors 
and partners. 
 

 
LUISS Enlabs: https://lventuregroup.com/  
LUISS Enlabs is an innovation hub and startup 
accelerator associated with LUISS University in 
Rome. They offer a wide range of resources and 
support for startups, including mentoring, 
networking opportunities, and access to 
investors. LUISS Enlabs focuses on various 
sectors, including technology, digital 
innovation, and social impact. Through their 
acceleration programs, they help startups refine 
their business models, scale their operations, 
and access funding. 
 

 
Polihub: https://polihub.it/  
Polihub is an innovation district and incubator 
based in Milan, associated with the Politecnico 
di Milano university. It supports startups and 
innovative projects in various fields, including 
technology, engineering, design, and science. 
Polihub offers a collaborative environment 
where startups can receive mentorship, access 
resources, and connect with industry experts.  
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6. ItaliaCamp   
https://italiacamp.com/it/cosa-facciamo/  
 

 
 
ItaliaCamp is a public-private association in Italy that focuses on supporting the creation and 
growth of startups and innovative projects. They provide a range of services and resources 
to help young entrepreneurs succeed in their ventures. Here are some key aspects of 
ItaliaCamp's activities: 

• Mentorship and Guidance: ItaliaCamp offers mentorship programs where 
experienced entrepreneurs and industry experts provide guidance and support 
to aspiring entrepreneurs. Through one-on-one mentoring sessions, participants 
can receive valuable insights, advice, and expertise to navigate the challenges of 
starting and growing a business. 

• Networking Opportunities: ItaliaCamp facilitates networking events and activities 
that bring together entrepreneurs, investors, industry professionals, and other 
key stakeholders. These networking opportunities provide a platform for 
collaboration, knowledge sharing, and potential partnerships. 

• Access to Resources: ItaliaCamp helps entrepreneurs access various resources 
and tools necessary for their startup journey. This includes access to research 
facilities, technological infrastructure, funding opportunities, and specialized 
training programs. 

• Workshops and Training: ItaliaCamp organizes workshops, training sessions, and 
educational programs to equip entrepreneurs with essential skills and knowledge 
needed to run successful businesses. These programs cover various topics such 
as business strategy, marketing, finance, and innovation. 

• Incubation and Acceleration: ItaliaCamp supports startups through incubation 
and acceleration programs, providing them with the necessary resources, 
mentorship, and infrastructure to develop and scale their businesses. These 
programs typically offer office spaces, access to funding, mentorship, and 
networking opportunities. 
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7. Elite Program   
https://www.elite-network.com/it 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Elite Program is a prestigious initiative launched by Borsa Italiana, the Italian stock 
exchange, with the objective of supporting the growth and development of the best Italian 
companies. The program offers a comprehensive range of dedicated services, resources, and 
support to help these companies succeed in their expansion efforts. Here are some key 
features of the Elite Program: 

• Tailored Support: The Elite Program provides tailored support and guidance to 
companies at different stages of growth. It offers personalized training, 
mentoring, and coaching programs designed to address the specific needs and 
challenges faced by each participating company. 

• Access to Networks: Through the Elite Program, companies gain access to a vast 
network of investors, advisors, industry experts, and potential business partners. 
This network provides valuable opportunities for collaboration, investment, and 
market expansion. 

• Enhanced Visibility: Participating companies benefit from increased visibility and 
exposure in the national and international business communities. The Elite 
Program helps showcase their achievements, strengths, and growth potential to 
a broader audience, including investors, stakeholders, and the media. 

• Investor Relations: The Elite Program assists companies in strengthening their 
investor relations and improving their understanding of financial markets. It 
offers training on effective communication with investors, preparing companies 
for potential fundraising activities, and facilitating connections with potential 
investors. 

• Training and Education: The Elite Program provides companies with access to 
high-quality training and educational resources. This includes workshops, 
seminars, and masterclasses on various topics relevant to business growth, such 
as strategic planning, financial management, corporate governance, and 
internationalization. 

• International Expansion Support: For companies aiming to expand 
internationally, the Elite Program offers dedicated support and resources. It helps 
businesses navigate the complexities of global markets, identify opportunities, 
and develop effective strategies for international growth. 
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8. Italian Trade Agency (ITA)   
https://www.ice.it/it/chi-siamo  
 

 
 
The Italian Trade Agency (ITA), also known as ICE (Istituto Nazionale per il Commercio 
Estero), is a government agency dedicated to promoting and supporting Italian companies 
in international trade and investment activities. It plays a crucial role in fostering the growth 
and development of Italian businesses abroad and attracting foreign investment to Italy. 
Here are some key aspects of the Italian Trade Agency's initiatives and services: 

• Internationalization Support: The ITA offers a wide range of services and 
resources to support Italian companies, including young entrepreneurs, in 
expanding their businesses internationally. These services include market 
research, trade promotion activities, matchmaking events, and assistance in 
identifying potential business partners and opportunities in foreign markets. 

• Trade Promotion: The ITA organizes trade fairs, exhibitions, and business 
missions to showcase Italian products and services globally. It provides Italian 
companies with opportunities to exhibit their offerings, meet international 
buyers and distributors, and establish valuable connections in target markets. 

• Business Development: The ITA offers support and guidance to Italian companies, 
including young entrepreneurs, in developing their international business 
strategies. It provides information on foreign markets, helps companies navigate 
international trade regulations and customs procedures, and assists in accessing 
international funding and investment opportunities. 

• Investment Attraction: The ITA promotes Italy as an attractive investment 
destination and assists foreign companies in establishing their presence in the 
country. It provides information on investment opportunities, offers guidance on 
legal and administrative procedures, and facilitates connections with relevant 
stakeholders and institutions. 

• Training and Education: The ITA organizes training programs, workshops, and 
seminars to enhance the international business skills and knowledge of Italian 
companies. These initiatives cover various topics, including export management, 
market analysis, international finance, and cross-cultural communication. 

• Market Intelligence: The ITA collects and disseminates market intelligence to 
Italian companies, offering insights into international market trends, consumer 
behavior, and industry-specific information. This helps young entrepreneurs 
make informed decisions and adapt their business strategies to global market 
dynamics. 
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9. UniCredit Start Lab   
https://www.unicreditstartlab.eu/it.html  
 

 
 
UniCredit Start Lab is a startup acceleration program launched by UniCredit, one of Italy's 
largest and most prominent banking institutions. The program is specifically designed to 
support young innovators, entrepreneurs, and high-tech startups in their early stages of 
development. Here are key features and support provided by UniCredit Start Lab: 

• Mentorship and Guidance: UniCredit Start Lab offers mentorship and guidance 
from experienced professionals and industry experts. These mentors provide 
valuable insights, advice, and support to help startups refine their business 
strategies, access networks, and navigate the challenges of scaling their ventures. 

• Funding and Investment Opportunities: Startups accepted into the UniCredit 
Start Lab program have access to potential funding and investment 
opportunities. UniCredit may provide financial support, including seed funding, 
to selected startups. Additionally, the program facilitates connections with 
potential investors, angel networks, and venture capital firms to further support 
the growth of startups. 

• Networking and Collaboration: UniCredit Start Lab fosters an environment of 
collaboration and networking among startups, entrepreneurs, and key 
stakeholders. Participants have the opportunity to connect with fellow 
entrepreneurs, industry leaders, and potential business partners, facilitating 
valuable collaborations and partnerships. 

• Training and Workshops: The program offers a series of training sessions, 
workshops, and educational events covering various aspects of 
entrepreneurship, business development, and financial management. These 
activities aim to enhance the knowledge and skills of participants and provide 
them with the tools necessary to build sustainable and successful businesses. 

• Access to UniCredit's Resources: Selected startups gain access to UniCredit's 
extensive network and resources. This includes access to banking services, 
financial products, and UniCredit's ecosystem of partners and clients, which can 
contribute to the growth and development of startups. 

• Visibility and Promotion: UniCredit Start Lab provides visibility and promotional 
opportunities for startups through events, exhibitions, and media coverage. This 
exposure helps startups gain recognition, attract potential customers and 
investors, and enhance their market presence. 
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10. INNOVUP    
https://www.innovup.net/  
 

 
 
INNOVUP (Italian Innovation & Startup Ecosystem ) is indeed an association that plays a 
significant role in representing and supporting Italy's innovative startup ecosystem. Here's 
an overview of what INNOVUP offers: 

• Representation and Advocacy: INNOVUP acts as a representative body for the Italian 
startup community, advocating for policies and initiatives that support the growth 
and development of startups. They work closely with government institutions, 
industry stakeholders, and policymakers to shape a favorable environment for 
startups. 

• Events and Networking: INNOVUP organizes various events, conferences, and 
workshops that bring together entrepreneurs, investors, industry experts, and other 
key players in the startup ecosystem. These events provide networking 
opportunities, knowledge sharing, and exposure to the latest trends and innovations 
in the startup world. 

• Support Programs and Services: INNOVUP offers a range of support programs and 
services designed to assist startups at different stages of their journey. This includes 
mentorship programs, incubation and acceleration support, access to funding 
opportunities, and assistance with market expansion. 

• Access to Resources and Knowledge: INNOVUP provides startups with access to 
resources, tools, and information necessary for their growth and success. They offer 
guidance on various aspects of startup development, including business strategy, 
fundraising, marketing, and legal matters. 

• Collaboration and Partnerships: INNOVUP encourages collaboration and 
partnerships among startups, corporates, universities, research institutions, and 
other relevant stakeholders. By facilitating connections and collaborations, they aim 
to foster innovation, create synergies, and drive the growth of the startup ecosystem. 

• Policy Initiatives: INNOVUP actively participates in shaping policies that impact 
startups and entrepreneurship in Italy. They work towards creating a supportive 
regulatory framework, promoting entrepreneurship education, and advocating for 
measures that encourage investment in startups. 
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11. Conclusions 
These national Italian facilities, programs, and institutions play a vital role in supporting young 
entrepreneurs throughout their entrepreneurial journey. By providing resources, mentorship, 
funding, and networking opportunities, they contribute to the growth and success of startups in 
Italy. It's important to visit the official websites of these organizations to access the most up-to-date 
and relevant information on their programs, initiatives, and application processes. 
 
 
 


